Private John Thomas COWENS

Service No. 20938

Died 6 July 1916 aged 32

4th Bn. Grenadier Guards

Buried at La Brique Military Cemetery No. 2, Belgium
Remembered on the War memorial at Bishopton, County Durham and                               on the gravestone of his parents in the Churchyard of St. Peter’s Bishopton

John Thomas’s birth in Jarrow was registered in 1884 but by 1901 the family had moved to Bishopton, when the Census shows John Thomas was a bricklayer aged 17. In 1911 he was still a bricklayer but employed at an iron works and was single.

His father, Thomas (56) born in Lesbury, Northumberland, was a police pensioner and grocer. He had previously been a police constable in 1881 in Birtley, then in 1891 at Southwick (Sunderland). John Thomas’s mother was Isabella (36) nee Gibson, born at Tanfield, County Durham.  His siblings were Lily (born 1887 - a teacher) and Nora May (born 1891 – died 1974 - an assistant teacher).

Only two official records of his war service survive:
· His entry in “UK Soldiers Died in the Great War, 1914-1919” published by the War Office in 1921 shows that he enlisted in West Hartlepool
· His Medal Award Index Card shows he was posted to France on 15 August 1915 and was therefore awarded the 1914-1915 Star as well as the British War Medal 1914-1918 and the Allied Victory Medal.  
In 1920, John Thomas’s sister, Lily, who was then living at 16 Newton Avenue, Stockon-on-Tees, chose the wording “Rest in Peace” for his CWGC headstone at La Brique Military Cemetery in Belgium.  
